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I PREPARATION FOR
A PASSOVER SEDER™

Before the Seder™ do what you would have otherwise were
there nof going b0 be a Seder™. Remember that in other
lands people still belbeve In God™ and other complicated sys-
tems. Try to watch ‘National Geographic™"* on television, Keep
all preparation times wnder 15 minutes when cooking for the
Passower, as if they were caming for you and you had fo get
away fast. If you cannot prepare your food guickly, place i
in a satchel and go to sleep, Have a burly friend break down
your door in the dead of night and attempt to fake you away.
Evade this friend, grab the satehel, dash from your house,
arrive at the Seder™,

OrRDER OF A SEDER™

1, THE FisT Cup

2, DrTY, DirTY, DIRTY

3. GET GREEN

4, THE SECOND Cup

5. FRAGMENTATION

6. A PASSOVER STORY

7. SELF-SACRIFICE

B. Hiwuer, or Make Your Own PasSovER STORY
8. THE FourTh Cup

10, THEe FESTIvAL MEAL

—
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THE FirsT Cup

All read:

Thank you, (God™), for providing us this cannabis. With it we
can forget things that we need help forgetting. With it we gain,
the necessary distance to keep our lives in a sort of arder. With
in, we make prettier things, and think they are much prettier
than they actually are. We will try not to smoke it all the time
and forget about You, but You have given us pleasure without
guilt and for that You have fallen by the wayside. You probably
should have had the faresight to make it act in a way that makes
¥ou prettier also. So let us say, *Hence The lromyt’

Laaning on the left side, smoke the joint.

DirTY, DiRTY. DIRTY

Wash your hands but do not say the blessing.
FHI the second cup.

GET GREEN

The ‘master’ of the ‘house’ tokes a bit of parsiey and
dips it in some salt woter and distributes it to everyone
at the table, Before eating the parsiey, say this prayer:

Thank you, (God™], for providing us this vegetable. Sorry about
fucking up the Earth so badly, but we had shit 1o do. But let’s not
falk about that right now, okay, and let us say, ‘Hence the lony!



THE SEcomD Cup

All read:

Thank you, (God™), for providing us this booze. With it, we can
vedice the inhibitions that we usually feel around each other,
With it we can say things whith we would ordinarily never say

' and da things which we would ordinarily have far too much self-
conscloysness o do. With it we can both say and do thase
things and not regret |t untfl the pext morning, if we are unfar-
tuniate gnough to remember them at all. And let us say, "Hence
ihe Ironyl! S .

Mﬂkﬂlt Second Cup

FRAGMENTATION

‘The ‘master” of the ‘house” breaks (he middie matzah in
the plate. He leaves half of If there and excuses himself
' to the bathroom, Maybe, just maybe, he's hiding the
ather half, and maybe, just maybe, If onyone con find It
after the meal has been eaten, they will win o special
arire,

Fill the Third Cup

A book says that many years ago, the Jews™ were slaves in
Egypt. The book we are reading tonight is & translation of a
Haggadah prepared by the Ktay Publishing House in New Yogk
City in 1949. That book is a translation of the stary of the
Exgdus in the Bible, the original story aboul jew-persecutlon
and pew-fight. Our translation” Is an attémpl 1o reassemble
fragments handed down through history and pitde them
together into 4 néw whole that we can better undersiand.

A book says that many years aga, the Jews™ were slaves in
Egypl. Uike most other ritusls in the tradition, the Passover rit-
wal celebrates the liber ation and survival of the [ews ™, Unlike

many, It is also time to kick back, recline, and get wasted. As the
ritual starts we imagine ourselves as slaves and we are liberat-
ed throwgh the recitation of the story.

A book says that many years ago, the Jews™ were slaves in
Egypl. We are surrounded by books, information, fiberoptic
resgurces. Historles are buill by sources out of our contml,
dominated by unspoken agendas., Religion seems mare an
excuse than a way of life. We rewrite the story and take controd,
We begin the recitation of our story of the Jews™ when the
youngest persan sitting at the table recites a series of four
questions,

THE Four QUESTIONS

On all other nkghts, we may drink, smoke pot, da our hamework,
watch teevee, recaver from another miserable day in capltalism, ]
try to rationalize our lack of moral fibes, or surf the gleaming }{.
roads of the information superhighway, baby. Tonight we sit
around a table with a bunch of people who we might or might
nat know, enacting a ritual which many of us have never partic:
ipated In before. What are we doing here anyway?

On all ather nights, we can eat bread if we want to. Tonight we
are obligated to eat matzah instead, Sup wit dat?

On all other nights, most of us would not eat any bither herbs.
Those of us who might consume bitter herbs would do so with-
oul considering them bitter, or even as herbs. | get this funmy
feeling that tonight we'll be eating bitter herbs at least once
and labeling them as such, Huh?

Let’s face It, on all other nights, many of us slouch. But tonight
wa are supposed to recline even if we have good posture, or our
chairs are comfor table enough, Why the mandatory relaxation?
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THE ANSWER

' Ul
e lﬂqmﬁ itnq'.huﬂuiq_hgmm Lhé Jews™ are a hardy race
of peaple who are prqjlg_gmd iﬁi:"mm whinever somgone
tries to kill them, Even now fews™ live in relative plen-
ty and satufity, they aren't very Interested In being killed again,
We read this book to remember that distinctions that Hﬂnh

today rarely consider used to mean mm!ﬂ.w
woewld break into your house and Hlbﬂ#ﬂ“ A1
I biblical tlmq telling this Stgry was so Impnrl,mt that wise

urd and kibitz abnu';,'ilhm it shioild be

- told. These argumehts became part of |h:

| [ kibitzed about su.;hlhl?m*nmruumm‘ﬂu

mrlH’e‘ meant the daysand the nights also. There seemed to
be a heaty dispute ovbr the difference between ‘The days of
your life’ and ‘All the days of your life." (The Passover story also

included a large digression about Laban The Syrian. To ths day,) |

c-num numbers of jews™ do not understand the impor-
u na’;lht Syrian to the Passaver smrgr.] To enact this

and to kibiti is to ppen up 1o conversation and

tmm[lun b0 communicate without a palmpllod, a filofax, or

an agenda.

]
Thene are other fringe benefits to the recitation of a Passover
Seder™, We affirm our ties, mediated as they may be, to the
callective ethnic history that af least some of us share, We also
gt 1o say ‘delivered us from the hause of bondage' a number of

! timas, and to mention Rabbl jose of Galllea, We can discuss the

*Raod l:ll HMH“' and give each other ntaclmrs winks. |,

To help us understand how we ,r.lhnuld h understanding ll'le
Fassgver Slnr':l.wtm given four somns (o use as models, lsita
coincidence that there are four sons in the Polenberg™ family?
Nobody knows. Each of these four sons asks a different ques-
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. Give him what he
. ma It rur lﬂs

tion about the Passover story, and is given an important answer
abaut beliel,

The first son asks, *Why has God™ given us these customs?
l’ﬁi'*lq!ﬂms'tlﬂ m, Teach him fo
. He will earn Iihu“' sneakers, &

a mauf-
I

The second son irsh:-. 'ﬁr whlt-:l-nwu really think of this God™
thing anyway, and all these rituals where we hawe 10 wall 0
long to eat such welnd food? And what's with that stuff in the
Windex battle, anyway?* By saying "You' instead of '1," he makes
It clear that his hip irenic retrofutwrism will mot et him beliewe in
any thing that you try to consider real. Tell him he'd have been
well fucked back in OF Egypt when we were in the house of
bondage. Mo Alr Jardans for the second son.

The third son asks 'Hi'ilmaﬂ" He's mot wery bright. Pat him on the
head and say "God™ brought us out of the house of bondage.
Jm-ualt,mdwﬁm eat.’ Wipe the drizie off his chin.

The fourth son wﬂmnm:mﬂhn Put words In his mouth
for him. Try to maki them really good words, éven if you aren't
a really goodper ;

Archetypal sons notwlthstanding. we figure that something
risally did kappen. It started when the Jews™ migrated to Egypt,
probably because of & drought. They wene then enslaved by the
Egyptiams because, par for the jewish course, they excelled
without becoming assimilated in the soclety where they lived.
We know that they are no longer slaves because we get to sit
around and recontextualize the religion, because we'ne froe,

wab™ di

The cracks in this story's foundation are conveniently mortared
up by Goed ™, God™ frees the Jews™ by delivering a serles of
plagues onto Pharaoh™ until be acqulesces and releases them,
Thene were ben of these Plagues™, each worse than the last,
Anathier kibite-fest the schalamy jews™ would engage in was
exacily how many altributes of God™ wou could attribute o
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each plague. The big question: four of (e APP (which is 1o 53Y.
“attributes per plague’)? Either wiy, the Egyptians wene [zl oul
fucked.

All say:

YIKE

THE TEN PLAGUES

Spill @ drap of wine for each of the plogues_

T
BLOOD

FROGS

VERMIN

BFASTS

CATTLE DISEASE

BOlLE

HAIL

Ial.'-ll'i TS .

DARKNISS LI

SLAYING OF THE FIRST-RORN
S —

N _____ 1

Sing theteg.plogues

Davenu (O¥! IT WouLp HAVE BEEN
EnMoucH For Usl)

(note: ‘ghe’ will be substituted o5 @ gender-nevirel pro-
paun where “he' would have been used in olden times.
It rhymes with ‘twee”. The ‘R’ Is slleat.]

If we are going lo bother (o believe in God™, we should believe
that Ghe sure has done a bunch of good stuff for us!

If ghe had brought ws aut of Egypt
And not drowned the Egyplians at the Red Sea like a
biench of [l_'rnming-,._

It would have been encugh for us!

If gt had drowned the Egyptians at the Red Sea like a bunch
af lemmings.
And nol let us survivie subsequent attempls at
genncide,
It wauld have been enough for us

I ghe had lit w5 survive sebsequent genocidal attempts,
And nat ket us become excecdingly wealthy in the
medical and legal indusiries,

It wowld have been enaugh hor usd

if ghe had let Ws become exceedingly wealthy in the madical
and legal professions,

And ngt allowed us o deminate a cormupt and

tawdry entertaenment industry,
It woudd hase been enough for us!

If ghe had allwed us to dominate a carmupt and tawdny enter-
tainment Industrg

And nod 121 ws shop an Niketownm=,
It would have been enough For ws!

If ghe had et us shap at Niketown™,
And nof put that huge-ass Nasdag™ sign in Times
Square™ as a symbol of the military-infotalnment
complex’s™ corparate domination,

It wauld have been enough for us!

if ghe had put that huge-ass Hosdag™ sign in Times Square™ as
a symbal of the military-infatainment complin’s™ corporate
domination,
And not et Monsanto™ invent the Terminator Gene™
to control poor Farmers warldwide,



It weoulbd have been enough lar usd

If ghe had let Monsanto™ iment the Terminator Gene™ to con-

trol poor farmens worldwide
And not ghven us the World Bank™ and the IMF™ to
fuck up the global economy and oppress even mare
peaple,

It would have been enough for us)

If ghe had gheen us the World Bank™ and the IMF~ o fuck up

the global economy and oppress even mare people,
And not given us Rudy Giuliani™ and an army of racist
cops to fuck things up right here in New York City

IT WOULD HAVE BEEM ENOUGH, DKAYT

SELF-SACRIFICE

Al reod:

Thank you, (God™), for ghing us the ability to trust, We will
trist that this blue liguid, poured out of 2 Windex™ battle and
looking suspiciously ke Windex™, will not kill us when we
drink it. I we survive this cup, we will have a new and profound
trust im each other under less podentially fatal circomstances,
Ard i we don't, [t doesn’t really matter amyway, does it...7 And
let us say, ‘Hence the Irony!”

Drink the Third Cup
Fill the Fourth Cup

The three important symbols of the Passover Meal are...
THE PASSOVER OFFERING

THE MATZAH

THE BITTER HERBS

Point to the Offering:

The Passover Offering reminds us that God™ gave us a chance
to sparé our flrst-born children. It also gives us a convenient
name for the holiday -reputable scientists tebl us that God™
passed over the houses of the Jews™ which were marked with

bload from the offering. You'd think an omniscient/omnaipatent
God ™ waould have known, no?

Paint to the Matzah:

The Matrab is here 1o remind us that we had fo tear-ass out of
Egypt to get the jump on Pharaoh and his passe, who were sad-
dling up to bust a cap into us., If we had waited for it to rise, we
woubda been slaughtered.

Point to the Bitter Herbs:

These bitter herbs are here to remind us that being in slavery
sucks. Sthck a fistful of those bad boys in your meouth. Not 50
pleasant, huh? But you still have your freedom...

BLEsSING OVER THE MATZAH:

All read:

Thank you, (Gad™), for Saving our as4, even il the bread di-pn“t
have time o rise. Was that me kibitzing again? I'm sorry. And let
us say, 'Hence the lromy.'

BITTER HERBS:

Dip Bifter Herbs In Charoset and say:

Thank you, (God™), for saving our ass again. We eat the bltter
tis remember how bad it was before you saved our asses, but
tednger it with sweetness because... well, because we're wussy.,
And because we have other days for mourning and despair, And

let us say, ‘Hence the lony.'
HiLLeL, Or. Make Your Own PASSOVER
SToRY

Before the prayer, fill out the Mad Lib™

THE FourTH Cup

By now, we're, well, kind of fucked up. Thank you, (God™), for
giwing us thi means to get fucked up and enjoy curseles. And
on the subject of inebeiation, et it a ke bit.funmy that a rit-
ual about memory has so much alcohol in it? So let us say,
*Hence the lrony.

THE FEsSTIVAL MEAL
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